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of the Oregon Short Line Railroad. In 
order to take greater advantage of 
commercial opportunities provided by 
the railroad, the main town site was 
moved a mile west. Within a decade 
several businesses sprang up around 
the railroad tracks and the community 
began to take shape. On April 16, 1911, 
it was officially incorporated as the 
city of Ucon. 

In the ensuing decades, changes in 
the railroad and the effects of the 
Great Depression transitioned Ucon 
from a commercial hub to a residential 
community. Today, many in south-
eastern Idaho can trace their roots to 
the pioneers and patriots who settled 
Ucon. Congratulations to the people of 
Ucon for 100 years of success. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING JUSTICE DOUGLAS 
GRAY 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I 
honor the memory of the late Douglas 
Gray, a former New Hampshire Supe-
rior Court justice and an extraordinary 
public servant who dedicated his life to 
serving the Granite State. 

Originally from Portsmouth, Justice 
Gray moved at the age of seven to Rye, 
where he resided for the remainder of 
his life. He graduated from Portsmouth 
High School and served his country in 
the U.S. Army from 1951 to 1954. After 
graduating from the University of New 
Hampshire in 1959, he earned his juris 
doctor from Boston College Law 
School, and went on to pursue a suc-
cessful career practicing law in Ports-
mouth. During 1973–1983, he served as 
part-time special justice in the New 
Hampshire District Court system. 

In 1983, he was appointed by Governor 
John H. Sununu to serve as associate 
justice of the New Hampshire Superior 
Court, where he presided until 1998. He 
was then elected to serve as a senior 
justice and presided on a part-time 
basis until his retirement in 2003. 

As a judge, Justice Gray possessed 
exceptional intelligence and a deep re-
spect for upholding the rule of law. And 
as a prosecutor, I had the privilege of 
trying cases before him. In fact, I tried 
my first murder case before Justice 
Gray. He was tough, but always fair, 
and I know that I and many of my 
peers in the New Hampshire bar 
learned a great deal from him. I deeply 
admired his integrity and his prin-
cipled dedication to the law. 

With Justice Gray’s passing, New 
Hampshire has lost a devoted public 
servant and Rye has lost a beloved 
member of the community. My 
thoughts and prayers are with his wife 
Cornelia and his entire family. At this 
sad time, we celebrate his life—grate-
ful to have known a person who exem-
plified the very best of New Hamp-
shire’s tradition of public service.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH CONKLIN 
LANIER, II 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today, 
August 2, 2011, I wish to thank Joseph 
Conklin LaNier, II for his service to 
the United States of America as a 
member of the U.S. Navy during World 
War II, and for choosing to make Colo-
rado his home. His has been a life of 
service for Colorado and for all Ameri-
cans. 

A native Southerner, Mr. LaNier was 
among the first African Americans to 
serve in the Navy with the rating of 
seaman, before President Truman 
signed the Executive order that deseg-
regated the Armed Forces. He fought 
with the 23rd Special CB, ‘‘Seabee’’, 
unit, a part of the 3rd Marine Division, 
in some of the most horrific battles of 
the South Pacific. 

I had the honor of meeting Mr. La-
Nier this past week during his visit to 
Washington, DC, with The Greatest 
Generations Foundation, a Colorado 
nonprofit organization that organizes 
trips for WWII veterans to return to lo-
cations where they have served. 

We can all learn from Mr. LaNier. He 
entered the Armed Forces at the age of 
17 in order to help support his family 
and serve his country. He served brave-
ly from 1944 to 1946, supporting oper-
ations in Iwo Jima and Okinawa, and 
achieved a rank not commonly held by 
African Americans at the time. 

Upon returning home from the war 
and finding strict laws and practices of 
segregation still in place throughout 
the South, Mr. LaNier followed the ad-
vice of his father regarding the impor-
tance of education as the primary tool 
for bettering one’s future, and finished 
high school. With the aid of the G.I. 
bill, he enrolled in the Pharmacy 
School at Xavier University in New Or-
leans and took heavy course loads to 
make sure he completed his degree in 4 
years. Despite the challenges of seg-
regation, he studied and succeeded in 
his career, while keeping a construc-
tive attitude, a trait he attributes to 
the teachings of his father. 

Mr. LaNier is a role model for the 
many servicemembers who reside in 
Colorado and the veterans who elect to 
make Colorado their home after serv-
ing in the Armed Forces. His story ex-
emplifies the successful transition that 
many returning veterans have made 
from active duty to civilian life. 

Although he is a native of the South, 
and has traveled to a number of loca-
tions in the United States, it struck 
me as interesting that, out of all the 
places he traveled while in the Navy, 
Mr. LaNier chose to make Denver, CO, 
his home. In his autobiographical 
essay, ‘‘My War on Two Fronts,’’ La-
Nier recollects that during a period of 
leave, he had a stopover in Denver, 
where in a relatively brief period of 
time, the State showed him its char-
acter. A White female clerk at a drug-
store seemed to sense his hesitation 
about sitting down, and invited him to 
take a seat and enjoy his ice cream. 
Later, when visiting a local movie the-

atre, he was surprised and delighted to 
find that there was no sign directing 
him to sit in segregated seating in the 
balcony. Mr. LaNier felt so welcomed 
by our State that he decided to make 
Colorado his home after the Navy. Fol-
lowing his graduation from pharmacy 
school, he moved to Denver and worked 
in pharmacies and in hospitals, and 
eventually opened up his own drug-
store. Mr. LaNier found that, in Colo-
rado, his voice could be heard on crit-
ical issues of the day, including the 
fight for fair housing measures to end 
discrimination in housing. Today, Mr. 
LaNier and his wife of more than 50 
years, Eula Inez Long, continue to 
make Colorado their home. 

Mr. President and all other Members 
here today, please join me in honoring 
the life and continued work of Joseph 
Conklin LaNier, II. A man who, despite 
all the discrimination he faced, is 
proud to be an American. A man who, 
despite returning home after the war 
and being denied his right to vote while 
wearing his uniform, is proud of his 
distinguished service in the Navy. A 
man who recognizes that even in the 
face of adversity, one can find a way 
forward and help our country to be-
come a better place, a more perfect 
union. For his perseverance, hope, serv-
ice and patriotism, I thank and com-
mend Joseph LaNier, a great citizen of 
Colorado.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO PAUL SANDOVAL 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, on be-
half of all Coloradans, I want to recog-
nize the extraordinary character and 
lifetime achievements of Colorado na-
tive Paul Sandoval. His far-reaching 
accomplishments—from civil rights to 
community organizing to business and 
to his passion, education—show an un-
wavering commitment to making Colo-
rado a better place, and reflect, in no-
blest form, the enterprising spirit of 
the West. 

I am sad to tell my colleagues that 
Paul has contracted locally advanced 
pancreatic cancer, and the Sandoval 
family is going through a difficult time 
now. And as he struggles to beat this 
terrible disease—and we need him to 
prevail—I cannot help but be reminded 
of all he has achieved in life, and all 
the social change he has helped bring 
about. To honor Paul and his many 
contributions, I would like to share a 
few moments from his life. 

Paul and his wife Paula have for dec-
ades run a tamale shop in Denver—La 
Casita—that has served as the city’s 
unofficial epicenter of political activ-
ity. According to Wellington Webb, the 
former Denver mayor whom Sandoval 
first met while the two worked deliv-
ering groceries, Paul could always be 
found ‘‘holding court’’ at his res-
taurant with firemen and city officials. 

‘‘I’m just a lowly tamale maker,’’ 
Sandoval has grown accustomed to 
saying. But his life suggests there is 
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